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DO WE EXPECT TOO MUCH FROM PARIS? 


PRET-A-PORTER, and the COUTURE'S RTW, are in business to sell clothes, not in the 


business of furnishing us blue prints. 


Regardless of whether their product, per se, 


is good, bad or indifferent, the astute observer invariably finds definite trends to 


bring home and refine (which is always easier to do, anyhow). 


Following are some 


ideas which FI found significant in their Spring-Summer collections shown last month. 


OVERVIEW: when the shouting dies down, 
length will settle around the knee 
(Givenchy's Nouvelle Boutique, and 
Michele Bruyere's skirts, for example, 
still showed where they'd been hastily 
let down from mid-knee; Ungaro's never 
went much lower than mid-knee). The 
majority were either just below the knee, 
or just above the ankle; and around the 
knee is the way most stores ordered most 
of the clothes. 





SILHOUETTE: romantic, feminine -- softness 
in fabrics, colors and design -- figure- 
molding, fluid or loose and roomy; one 
always knows a body is rattling around 
inside, though. Two stand out: the loose, 
soft overshirt or overblouse, and the 
motionful skirt. 








DRESSES, COSTUMES: dresses now far out- 
number pants ... although culottes were 
trending a return (Chloe, Emmanuelle Khanh, 
Jean Muir, Suzuya). Newest: apron dresses, 
and glamorized 30's housedresses (Hechter, 
Rykiel, Tiktiner, others) -- sundresses 
trending a revival. SKIRTS: wrapp -- 
buttoned ~~ floaty =-\ circle '-- swing -- 
gored -- godeted -- ruffled; pleats: 
accordion, cluster, inverted. 


SWEATERS: mix-matches are out ... 
coordinates are in: short twin sets in 
wide and narrow stripes (YSL), midriff 
length (Kenzo)-- shaped, open, patch 
pocketed topper length cardigans (Rykiel, 


Dorothee Bis, others). 
DETAILS: trends to watch -- Empire-high 
set-in midriffs -- tank and camisole tops. 


Necklines: open revers -- notched -- square 
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-- wing -- sweetheart -- plunge (moderate 
to deep V). Sleeves: short -- elbow -- 


wing cap +> puffed -~-rol] up == 3/4 -- 
long, with ruffled or two-button cuff. 
Belts: thin, braided or bowed. 


FABRICS: fluid, limpid, silky or rustic 

-- lots of lace: chantilly, cluny, Venise, 
eyelet, guipure -- gauzy cotton and 

chiffon -- unbleached calico -- pongee -- 
voile -- crepe -- silky acetates -- knits: 
cotton and string -- fine-gauge smooth 

and silkies -- and the usual hot weather 
basics. Widely used: fagotting, piping, 
shirring, cutouts and open work, embroides- 
ed motifs. 


PRINTS: stripes of every variety: pajama, 
awning, mattress ticking, diagonal, verti- 


cal, horizontal, irregular, zigzag -- dots 
of all sizes -- florals, dense or cluster- 


ed. But the Big News: figuratives: sports 


scenes and players -- baseball, basketball, 


cricket, yachting, ping pong, racing, hunt- 
ing (Hechter); prize fighters, tennis play- 
ers, bicycle riders (Cacharel); the new 


nauticals -- old sailing ships, yachtsmen 
and their vessels. Also: Liberty-type 
florals -- Americana: flag, eagle, Statue 


of Liberty, the N.Y. skyline. And a new 
signature print: the number "6" of Sonia 
Rykiel's boutique address in Paris. 


COLORS: the beiges -- ecru, wheat, cream, 
camel, lemon; the pinks -- peach, apricot, 
cotton candy, salmon, coral; the greens 

-- mint, jade, emerald, stone, grass, pea, 
forest; the grays -- pale, platinum, taupe; 
the blues -- faded, China, Gitane (gypsy), 
lilac, royal, navy; the reds -- scarlet 
poppy, brick, Bordeaux, cranberry; the 
browns -- pumpkin, nutmeg, rust, wood brown 
white, and some black. 





MUNICH FASHION FAIR BECOMES A MODEL 


Overview: Mode Woche Munich has now grown 
from a mere handful of manufacturers who 
showed in 1960 to an incredible total of 
1,530 exhibitors, representing 22 coun- 
tries. Working conditions for exhibi- 
tors, buyers and press were excellent; 
and with the German penchant for organi- 
zation should remain so. 


FI did not expect any startling fashion 
changes, and there were none, but the 
clothes for Spring and Summer appeared 
to resolve the hemline hassle: 


For the die hards -- above the knee; 

For the majority -- below the knee; 

For the avant-garde -- above ankle, or 
Ballerina length. 

No mid-calf lengths were shown! 


The clothes were prettier, softer, more 
elegant, and the yen for nostalgia, called 
"Neo Romantic," was the theme for the many 
"ballerinas" shown, with typically roman- 
tic lace trims and inserts used abundant- 
ly for dresses, skirts and tops. Yet, in 
contrast, the jean scene continues, but 

in other fabrics and colors: fine line 
washed blue corduroy -- black poplin, 
chambray or twill (FI August) -- or in 

the new dark khaki beige. 


COATS: from tubular and trench to volumin- 
ous swing back -- redingotes. JACKETS: 
lumberjacs and golf jac blousons -- tuxedo 
as well as low V-neck blazers -- safari 
and western shirtjacs -- hacking jackets 
~— cardigans. TOPPERS: swing backs and 
3/4 lengths. 


DRESSES: tubular and coatdresses -- two- 


piece or dress and jacket with self belt 
-- set-in waist or bloused top, newest 


with short sleeves -- softened shirtdress 
with lightly bloused top and gathered 
skirt -- sundresses. LATE DAY: halter 


top ballerina -- bare midriff, long -- 
pleated dress with shirtjac -- Edwardian 
Romantic. 


SKIRTS: the knee lengths, always in motion 
-- button fronts -- A-line wrapping to 


back or side button closing -- kick pleats, 
cluster box pleats, accordions, gored and 
bias. Ballerina lengths in bias gores -- 
circular -- tight fit over hips and full- 
ness below (Carmen Miranda) -- dirndls. 


TOPS: halters -- camisoles, some peplum'd 
-- rounded bottom smocks -- thigh length 


bubble blousons -- puffed sleeve peasant 
blouses -- softened notch collar blouses 
-~- belted overshirts. 


SWEATERS: jumble patch pullovers and 
cardigans -- halter neck pullovers -- 
long sweater jacs with ribbed waist and 
low V or wing collar -- V-neck cardigans 
and sleeveless V-neck twin sets -- V-neck 
and wide crew pullovers -- jacquards, 
intarsia or plain. 


TROUSERS: roll-up cuff slim lég "pedal 


pushers" -- jean pants in _chambray, twill 
or poplin -- cuffed, or not, baggies. 


COLORS: for the majority -- chamois, sand 
-- CHINESE red, clear red, Mandarin 
orange -- emerald, leaf and jade green -- 
Wedgwood, iris and cornflower blue -- 


lemon, lilac -- anemone, azalea -- and 
the primaries. For the avant-garde: the 
darker tones -- tea rose, rose beige, 


khaki beige, bottle green, raspberry, 
Bordeaux, pigeon blue. 


FABRICS: natural looks sometimes unnatu- 
rally achieved, such as single-knit jersey 
in cotton, linen and silk blends -- tweed 
in wool or linen blends -- plus ALL the 
conventional Spring and Summer fabrics. 


PRINTS: bias fine line plaids, window- 
pane and houndstooth checks -- flame 
stitch and zigzags -- polka dots of all 
sizes, scattered or clustered -- florals 
from mini neats to grandiose -- figuratives: 
cars, bicycles, motor bikes -- roosters, 
owls, movie stars (full face of profile) 
-- children's primitive drawings -- 
clustered palm trees -- bucolic scenes. 


OOCOCCOOOOOO 0000000000 


HATS, HATS, HATS: nine out of 10 Paris 
houses showed their collections with hats: 
tams and berets, or brims, either floppy 
or stitched for sufficient stiffness to 
cuff them. 


SLIMMER SHOES: T-straps and instep straps, 
sometimes on lower heels, were shown often 
enough to suggest a trend. 

O00000 000000000000 





CONCEPTS OLD ... 


THE BOUTIQUE SCENE - MUNICH 


Munich, in the past few years, has become 
the fashion boutique center of West 
Germany, its streets and shopping malls 
filled with such as Givenchy, Dior and 
Valentino, for the very elegant -- with 
"Ja Ja," Mic Mac, Horn, Caprice and Zinc 
de Paris catering to the trendy younger 
customer. 





The most successful boutiques telegraph 
an instant fashion message. In October, 
still another Elle/F Boutique opened at 
Frauenplatz 12 (Am Dom). Owner Jeanine 
Rid and buyer Selinde Dulckeit's concepts 
have made Elle/F's a delightful combina- 
tion of the 1920's and 1930's nostalgia 
with the best of all that is current. 


Intermingled, in an esthetic, modern set- 
ting, with Jean Muir, Chloe and Christian 


Aujard, is tastefully hand picked nostalgia 


from London and the Continent ... slips, 
nightgowns and robes, some still in their 


original lingerie sacs, blouses and scarves 


-- Art Deco pins and vanities (now doub- 


ling as cigarette cases) -- plus a marve- 
lous assortment of old Hermes clutch bags 


in leather or reptile -- all in excellent 
condition. Prices are moderate to expen- 
sive, sizes range from 8 to 12. 


THE BOUTIQUE SCENE - ZURICH 


American fashion innovators have not made 
Zurich a "must stop" on their European 
junkets, but the Japanese certainly have 
-- last month they were swarming all over 
the stores and boutiques buying furiously! 
Zurich is a conservative city that has 
been mainly known for its "gnomes" and 
numbered bank accounts, but hardly for 
trendy fashion boutiques. Happily all 
this has now changed. 


Most surprising is Grieden, an old estab- 
lishment specialty store at 30 Bahnhof- 
strasse, now out to capture the elegant 
young modern (the with-it junior customer 
and the old conservative always were at 
home there). Newly restructured: the 


Weekend Shop, on the Main Floor, is devoted 


to separates, sweaters, blouses and coats, 
featuring Burberry, Franck Olivier, Cacha- 
rel, Timwear, Ballantyne, Bogner and Miss 
Dior, in addition to other imports. The 

First Floor (we call it Second), reopened 


CONCEPTS NEW 


in August, has a Sonia Rykiel cubicle 


and Boutique Micheline B, sectioned off 
by clever use of white wooden archways; 


the latter is minuscule but colorful 

and very inviting, carries tempting assort- 
ments of Jean Muir, Chloe, Gina Fratini, 
Patou, Bernard Perris plus snappy 50's 
coats, toppers and short fur jackets 
combined with knit. Below Stairs (their 
"basement") is Viva, not new but, until 
now, the only department that promoted 
good young merchandise -- accessories and 
amusing items such as posters, beanbags 
and note paper. Their chief resources 
are Lecomte, Hechter, Cacharel (shared 
with the Weekend Shop), Kenzo, Marco Polo 
and Emesse. Grieder looks expensive, 

and for the most part it is. 





Brazillia, also on Bahnhofstrasse, is now 
one year old. Owner Denis Naville opened 
his first two boutiques in Geneva, another 
in Lausanne, and finally reached Zurich. 
Stvlist-designer Kaya is responsible for 
90 percent of their merchandise, the rest 
are imports from England or France: Jeff 
Banks, Ossie Clark and (at times) Georges 
Bibas. Brazilia has just about anything 
anyone could want: jewelry, hats, bags, 
shoes, skirts, trousers, blouses, sweaters, 
T-shirts, coats and jackets -- the latter 
two in cloth or fur (old, real or manmade) 
with cheetah and fox the most popular. 

The store is a mixed bag of Now, the 50's 
and nostalgia, claims to be moderately 
priced but verges on the expensive -- 
especially so the nostalgic. 


Hitty Boutique, Separated by swinging doors 
from the rest of the main floor of Gassman, 
7 Poststrasse, is small and crammed full 

of "goodies" -- coats, toppers, sweaters. 
blouses and skirts, short jackets and 
trousers. They have carefully removed all 
labels (save those of Cacharel), but most 
of the stock is French, English or Italian. 
Prices: moderate to expensive. 


Rafael, at 40 Limmat Quai (in the Alt 
Stadt), opened last March. The world 
is its market: from Jeff Banks, H. Lanz, 


Ossie Clark, Christian Aujard, Nik Nik, 
Knitting Inc. and Muir to old blue jeans, 
ratty mink coats and nostalgia. Plus 


bags, hats, shoes and jewelry. Prices 

are moderate. Owner Kurt Mendelz plans 

to open an additional Deborah boutique 

in Geneva, catering to the very young junior. 





DOWN UNDER: FAR, BUT NOT FAR FETCHED 


During a business trip to the Orient, or 
a South Pacific tour, a side-visit to 
AUSTRALIA can offer a needed change of 
pace. Their seasons are opposite to ours, 
and they love Americans. Alla U.S. citi- 
zen needs is a tourist visa and certain 
shots. 


SYDNEY, the best gateway to the Continent: 
A bustling metropolis of nearly 3-million, 


in New South Wales. In its harbor is the 
controversial new Opera House that looks 
like a futuristic fantasy from the air, 
and like a half-open clam shell in typi- 
cal side-view ground photos. 


To See: the Art Gallery, for its note- 
worthy collection of bold, rugged native 
art of the 19th Century; the Museum of 
Natural History's Melanesian wing, for 
its first rate exhibit of primitive arti- 
facts; the Taronga Zoo, for its unique 
indigenous animal life. 


Shopping is a treat: the highlight is 
Centrepoint, literally a tower in which 


are clustered dozens upon dozens of 

little shops where you can buy inter- 
nationally famed clothes and articles at 
considerably lower prices than in the U.S., 
despite the exchange rate of $1.50 for 

the Australian Dollar. 


Hotels, Restaurants: downtown, the Went- 





worth is the finest hotel, with the Menzies 


a close second; in the colorful King's 
Cross area, the Kingsgate-Hyatt House, 
and the smaller Sebel Towngate Hotel. On 
your first night, you can get Sydney- 
oriented by dining at the Summit, a 47th 
floor revolving restaurant that offers 

a spectacular panorama of the’ city. 
Baramundi, a local fish, and passion fruit, 
are recommended; Australian wines are 
adequate, their super-chilled beer, 
excellent. If time allows, Canberra and 


Melbourne can be visited on this PanAm tour. 
Brisbane, a stopover to the next two places, 


is famed for its Lone Pine Sanctuary where 
we hand-fed uncaged koalas, 'roos and emus. 


4 


CAIRNS, to the north, is the entrance 
town to TEE GREAT BARRIER REEF, has some 
of the world's best game fishing (black 
marlin, etc.). It is worth going 16 
miles up the coast to stay at Reef House, 
where you will find charm, the best chef 
North of Sydney, and a hotel launch from 


which to see the Reef Islands in style. 


SURFER'S PARADISE, on the GOLD COAST, is 
a beachcomber's delight, with 26 unbroken 
miles of white sand. Excellent accommo- 
dations: the Iluka, with a pool, Ten 

The Esplanade, with a genial host and a 
rooftop restaurant. In town, visit the 


Black Opal Boutigue and ask Dick Souwer 


to show you his beautiful carved opals. 
OOOOOOO000000000000000 
FASHION AND BOUTIQUE SHOW IN N.Y. 


More than 800 lines of boutique apparel 
and accessories will be featured at the 
eighth semi-annual National Boutigue Show, 
Jan. 20-23, at the Hotel McAlpin, N.Y. 
Men's, women's and children's fashions 
from 24 countries will be presented in 
exhibits on ten floors. Contact: Oscar 
Pluznick, Hotel McAlpin, Bway & 34th St., 
Suite 2290, 212-524-5024, 


OODOOOOOONODO0000000000 
COMING UP IN FI 
..-London Fashion Fair 
..-Spring American Ready-to-Wear 


..-Interstoff (Frankfurt, Nov. 20-23), 
..-Lingerie and At-Home Fashions 





UPCOMING FASHION DATES 


Nov. 20-23...Frankfurt - Interstoff 
Nov. 26-30...N.Y¥. - Amer. Designers Press Wk. 
Dec. 8-11....N.Y. - Natl. Assn. Display Ind. 
Jan. 6-10....N.Y. - Couture Council Press Wk. 
Jan. 21 .....Paris - Couture Showings 


March 30.....Paris - Pret-a-Porter 
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